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The GovernmenT PrinTinG Works Will noT be held resPonsible for any errors 
ThaT miGhT occur due To The submission of incomPleTe / incorrecT / illeGible coPy.

no fuTure queries Will be handled in connecTion WiTh The above.

Correction Notice, Notice 5210 in Gazette 51255 is replacing the 
notice that was published in Gazette 51205 under the Department of  
Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development, Notice No. 5192
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DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS, ARTS AND CULTURE

NO. 5210� 13 September 2024

Government Notices • Goewermentskennisgewings

 
DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS ARTS AND CULTURE 

 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE RESOURCES AGENCY 

 
 
 

DECLARATION OF THE THULAMELA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE SITUATED IN THE 
KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, LIMPOPO AS A NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE 

�� �irtue of the po�ers �ested in the South African �eritage �esources Agenc� �SA��A�� in ter�s of 
section �� ��� of the �ational �eritage �esources Act ��o. �� of ������ SA��A here�� declares the 
�hula�ela Archaeological Site� on �ar� �hula�ela �uin no ����� �he��i �istrict �i�popo in �afuri 
region of the �ruger �ational �ar�� as a �ational �eritage Site.  
 
 

�h�la�ela� the “Place of Giving Birth”� i� a �r� �tone��alle� hillto� �ite overloo�ing the ��v�vh� �iver 
floo��lain in the Paf�ri �ection of the �r�ger �ational Par�� �t �a� occ��ie� �� the ance�tor� of the 
�hangaan� ��onga� an� �en�a fro� aro�n� the ��th to ��th cent�rie� an� �a� at the centre of �hat 
�a� once a thriving ivor��gol� tra�e ro�te� a� evi�ence� �� gla�� �ea��� �ron�e� �hine�e �orcelain� 
ivor� �racelet�� gol�� an� te�tile�� �i�ilar �ite� have �een fo�n� in the i��e�iate vicinit� at 
�a�ahane� �at�ig�ili an� �hilo�a� acro�� the �or�er� in �i��a��e� at �a�orini in �r�ger an� 
relate� �ite� in �o�a��i��e� an� a� far �e�t a� �a��ng���e an� Bot��ana� �he co��ine� 
evi�ence of the�e �ite� in�icate� that the �a�t �oa�t tra�e net�or� �ti��late� the e�ta�li�h�ent of 
high��tat�� chieftain�hi�� all along the �i��o�o corri�or �a�e� on the e�change of gol�� ivor�� an� 
leather for the e�change of gla�� �ea��� �orcelain� an� cloth� �he �o�al Palace i� �n�er�too� to have 
�een locate� at the to� of the �h�la�ela hill an� the �ite in�icate� cla�� �ivi�ion �evelo�e� a� a re��lt 
of thi� tra�e net�or��� �he �o�er �a�e of the�e �ettle�ent� �ane� after the Port�g�e�e �ane� after 
the �i�cover� of the �ea ro�te to �n�ia an� �evelo�e� the �lave tra�e on the ea�t coa�t�  
 
�hula�ela is thus part of the greater stor� of the “peopling of Southern and South Africa”. It is an 
e�ol�ing stor� of the past that is constantl� �eing studied and updated. It confir�� the e�i�tence of a 
co��le� �tate ���te� in �re�colonial �o�th �frica� �i��elling the �ro�agan�a of an �ncivili�e� 
lan��ca�e �ro�agate� �� colonial an� ��arthei� regi�e�� �he a��n�ance of archaeological �aterial 
�i�covere� at �h�la�ela �ignificantl� �ha�e� o�r �n�er�tan�ing of �re�colonial �olitical �tate� an� 
hel�e� re�re�� �a�t in���tice� an� �i�conce�tion��� 
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Site Name Point Latitude Longitude 
Thulamela Archaeological Site    
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